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NBM Governor, Ms Anca Dragu, held a meeting with representatives of the
French Ministry of Economy and Finance and the French Embassy in the
Republic of Moldova

 

Today, 23 June 2026, the Governor of the National Bank of Moldova, Ms Anca Dragu, held a meeting with a
delegation composed of representatives of the French Ministry of Economy and Finance and the French
Embassy in the Republic of Moldova, in the context of the French macroeconomic mission taking place in
Chișinău on 22–23 June 2026.

The dialogue focused on recent macroeconomic developments, the stability of the financial sector, the
modernisation of payment infrastructure, as well as the progress made by the National Bank of Moldova
(NBM) in aligning with European standards.

During the discussions, the NBM Governor emphasised that the Republic of Moldova has a stable
macroeconomic framework and a resilient financial sector. At the same time, the NBM consistently pursues
the objective of price stability and the strengthening of financial stability, while external developments
confirm the importance of prudent policymaking, continuous risk monitoring, and maintaining confidence
in the financial system.

An important topic of the dialogue was the modernisation of payment systems. The NBM Governor
presented the progress achieved through the integration of the Republic of Moldova into the Single Euro
Payments Area (SEPA), which enables euro payments to be made in line with European standards and helps
reduce costs for citizens and businesses. In the first eight months since operational connection, payments
made through SEPA have generated savings of over EUR 10 million for the national economy, confirming
the direct impact of this integration on the efficiency of cross-border payments.

The development of the instant payment system MIA, created by the NBM, was also discussed. Shortly after
its launch in March 2024, it has become a benchmark project at regional level. “Integration into SEPA and
the development of the MIA system show that the Republic of Moldova can, in practice, operate within the
logic of a modern European payments ecosystem. These projects reduce costs, increase transaction
transparency, and bring financial services in the Republic of Moldova closer to European Union standards,”
said Ms Anca Dragu.

The discussions also covered the role of the NBM in implementing the reform agenda in the context of the
European Union Growth Plan for the Republic of Moldova. The NBM contributes to this process by
strengthening financial legislation, developing the regulatory and supervisory framework, as well as
through measures supporting private sector development, access to finance, and sound economic
governance.

Another topic addressed was the alignment of national legislation with the European Union acquis in the
financial domain. The NBM continues its process of convergence with European standards in areas such as
financial services, payments, banking sector, insurance, digital operational resilience, and the central
bank’s independence framework, among others.
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In this context, Ms Anca Dragu highlighted the importance of obtaining recognition of the equivalence of the
Republic of Moldova’s prudential banking framework with European Union standards.

The parties also discussed cooperation between the National Bank of Moldova and the Banque de France,
strengthened through the Memorandum of Understanding signed in Paris on 17 January 2025. The
cooperation covers the exchange of experience and the development of institutional capacities in areas
such as monetary policy, financial stability, regulation and supervision of the financial sector, capital
account liberalisation, macroeconomic research, digitalisation of processes, financial education, as well as
other areas of common interest.
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